THE GRAND ALLIANCE
I can to its dispatch, being persuaded it would be for the best, if
it were not signed till Parliament were acquainted with it, so that
I must desire your assistance, for I am afraid it will be impossible
to avoid the agreeing, so as to send it to the Lords Justices, for
their approbation; but I believe that I may be so near the time of
Parliament meeting, that I hope you will advise, it should not be
signed till after their meeting. I wrote a very long letter to you by
the last post, of my thoughts concerning the [dissolution of]
Parliament. If you should be of my mind I would press that
matter so, as that I hope it might prevent the confusion, I think
a new Parliament might occasion.
He adds a passage coming strangely from a man upon whom
the beams of fortune, long withheld, now shone so brightly.
I must own to you that I have a great many melancholy thoughts,
and am very much of the opinion that nobody can be very happy
that is in business. However I can't hinder being so selfish, as
to wish you may not have that ease of being out, as long as I
must be employed, which can't be long if you should have
reason to be dissatisfied, which makes me beg in friendship
you will take no resolutions till I have the happiness of seeing
you.
I am afraid Lady Marlborough has stayed two days too long,
for the wind that has been so very fair is now come into the
East. . . .
It will be seen that Marlborough* s fear of offending Par-
liament by finally deciding the treaties without their approval
was even more acute where the quota of British troops was
concerned. No more legible measure of the forces then at
work in England can be found than their effect at this time
upon his experienced judgment* Expressions of extravagant
vehemence leap from his cool, sober, matter-of-fact mind :
" I had much rather be buried alive than be the fatal instru-
ment of such misfortunes " ; " Before God, I will die sooner
than do so fatal a thing/3 Lord Wolseley sees in this an
indication that he was already turning Whig. But this
entirely misreads the situation. Marlborough was thinking
more of his Tory friends than of the Whigs. He knew the
enormous difficulty of bringing the Tories into the war, and
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